344                A STUDY IN EXPLOSIVES

and the more so as indications were not wanting of
a desire to destroy the Trade Unions by Act of Par-
liament, and to deal with resistance to such a
measure by suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, as
in Ireland, or by proclaiming martial law, as in
Jamaica.

I have said that the Parliament of 1865 included
many more sincere reformers than its predecessor.
But they numbered altogether less than half the
whole House ; so that by allying themselves with
every section of discontented Liberalism in turn
the Tory Opposition at last succeeded in wrecking
Gladstone's very moderate Bill. The Liberal
Ministry at once resigned, and Disraeli (with Lord
Derby as his nominal chief) took office for the
third time, and retained it two years and a half by
faithfully copying that policy of Conservative
surrender on which he had poured such fierce
sarcasm when Sir Robert Peel inaugurated it less
than a quarter of a century before, without Peel's
justification that his change of policy was necessary
for the safety of the country.

As Leader of the House of Commons Gladstone
had failed utterly ; but his fall made him a popular
hero, and his name became a rallying cry for the
new enthusiasm on behalf of Reform which had
spread from the North to London. He had told
the opponents of his Bill that the working men
were their own flesh and blood ; and the masses
do not forget such words. Before the formation of
a new Government had been officially announced
crowds of working men were parading the streets
of London with unmistakable indications of the